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Chalillo is on, says GOB !
Final approval given April 5

The Attorney Gen-
eral of Belize has is-
sued a formal statement
denying a report from
the Canadian environ-
mental organization
PROBE, describing the
report as inaccurate and
misieading. The
PROBE report said that
the government of Be-
lize has admitted in
court that it did not give
permission to FORTIS
to build the dam at
Chalillo. He has also
condemned the Re-
porter for printing: this
report.

The government
statemnent this week de-
clares that the Depart-
ment of the Environ-
ment has indeed given
final approval to
BECOL to build the
Chalillo Dam. This
happened on April 5,
after BECOL agreed to
an environmental com-
pliance plan. The com-
pliance plan was ap-
proved on April 5 this
year, some five or six
weeks after the
BACONGO legal ac-
tion was begun on Feb-
ruary 8.

The environmental
compliance plan re-
quires BECOL to un-
dertake the dam con-
struction “in a profes-
sional manner” and “to
the highest environ-
mental standards.”

NEAC, the National
Environmental Ap-
praisal Committee, and
the Department of the
Environment will re-

quire information ses-
sions to be held with the
pudblic to keep the
people informed about
what BECOL is re-
quired to do. “Any new
concerns will be ad-
dressed as they arise,”
the official release
states.

BACONGO's appli-
cation before the Su-
preme Court, intro-
duced in February this
year, is asking the
Court to rule that the
Government of Belize
acted illegally when it
gave permission for
BECOL to build the
new dam, knowing that
the law requires all en-
vironmental studies and
consultations to be
completed beforehand.

All the environmen-
tal studies and consul-
tations have still not
been completed to this
day. But in court, the
government’s lawyers
argued that at the time
the BACONGO peti-
tion was introduced,
GOB had not yet given
permission, that is to
say, had not yet broken
any law.

The government go-
ahead to BEC'OL on
April 5 to build the dam
may still be challenged
in court however, be-
cause the BECOL-
Fortis-BEL axis has
still not completed all
the environmental stud-
ies and consultations
required of them by
law.

1t is doubtful whether

the Environmental
Compliance  Plan
which BECOL has
agreed to is sufficient to
satisfy the requirements
of the law, which are
very specific on this
point.

So far no details have
been released to the
public about this Envi-
ronmental Compliance
Plan, and who has the
legal authority to en-
force compliance once
the actual construction

-work gets under way. It

1 also a most unusual
way to approve the con-
struction of a large
dam, leaving it up to the
builders to determine
what are “highest envi-
ronmental standards.”

The Environmental
Impact Assessment
produced for the Fortis-
BEL-BECOL group
has been widely as-
sailed and condemned
on two grounds:

1. It failed to distin-
guish shale from gran-
ite at the dam site, iden-
tifying the shale &
sandstone beds. as
granite, and

2. It failed to take for-
mal notice of a substan-
tial geological fault in
the immediate area
where the dam reser-
voir is expected to be
placed, an area which is
still seismologically
active.

The Attorney Gener-
al’s release also sug-
gested that in opposing
the Chalillo Dam and
allowing the debate to

continue the Reporter
has been operating as a
lobby for foreign envi-
ronmental groups.
Reporter Publisher
Harry Lawrence re-
sponded to these accu-

.sations this week by de-

nying the lobbyist
charges. “Reporter is a
lobbyist for no one and
for no special inter-

. ests,” Lawrence said.

“Reporter only wants
what is good for Belize.
And after studying the
government’s tactics on
Chalillo, Reporter has
become convinced that
a great con job is under
way to mask Chalillo as
something good, when

‘in fact it offers no ad-

vantage to Belize, and
may be downright dan-
gerous,” he said.
“Reporter recognizes
that it has to pay a price
for opposing the gov-
ern-ment and big busi-
ness on the Chalillo is-
sue. We also have a
duty to inform the na-
tion. We believe that
the future will prove us
right, and that the work
we do here today will
be fully vindicated,”
Lawrence said.




