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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BELIZE, A.D. 2002
ACTION NO. 61

IN THE MATTER of an application for leave to apply for
Judicial Review

AND

IN THE MATTER of a Decision of the National
Environmental Appraisal Committee made on
Friday, November 9th, 2001 to approve an
Environmental Impact Assessment by Belize
Electric Company Limited

AND

IN THE MATTER of a Decision of the Department of the
Environment or of the National Environmental
Appraisal Committee made on Friday, November gth
2001 to grant environmental clearance to the Macal
River Upstream Storage Facility Project

AND

IN THE MATTER of the Environmental Protection Act,
Chapter 328 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition
2000, and the Regulations made thereunder

THE QUEEN

And
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
BELIZE ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED

Respo
ndents
EX PARTE, BELIZE ALLIANCE OF
CONSERVATION NON GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS (BACONGoO) - Applicant

Third Affidavit of Jamillah Vasquez
Filed on behalf of the Applicant




At a certain point I was asked by the Chairman to leave the
meeting because the members of NEAC present wished to review
affidavits submitted in reference to the Chalillo case. I left the

meeting room and the other NEAC members who were present

remained.

I have read the affidavit of Joseph Sukhnandan and refer in
particular to paragraphs 15, 16 and 17. In these paragraphs Mr.
Sukhnandan deposes to the fact that AMEC is the BEL Consultant
and that “AMEC advised BEL that funding for wild life studies
may have been available from the Canadian Government through

the Canadian International Development Agency (“CIDA”).”

As a result, Mr. Sukhnandan states that AMEC applied to CIDA
for funding assistance and CIDA agreed to contribute
approximately US$160,000.00 to the wild life study.

In these paragraphs Mr. Sukhnandan appears to try and create the
impression there was a first EIA on Chalillo which was deficient in
wild life studies and that BEL and the DOE and AMEC were so
concerned to have this deficiency remedied that they followed the
advice of AMEC as the consultant and had AMEC solicit funds
from CIDA specifically for the wild life studies to the tune of
US$160,000.00

The truth of the matter is that the first EIA on Chalillo was rejected
by NEAC. AMEC did indeed solicit funds from CIDA but the
funds were for a full EIA and totaled close to $500,000 Canadian
dollars (about US$300,000.00) out of which only US$40,000.00

was allocated to the wild life stﬁdies.
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preparation by AMEC of a “DAM Environmental Impact
Assessment” in the “Host Country-Belize” and that AMEC would
deliver the following to CIDA:

(@) Project Justification Report

(b) Water quality report

(¢)  Wild life study report

(d) Social gender analysis

(¢) Auxiliary infrastructure report

()  Project management plan

(2) Environmental Impact Assessment Report
(h)  Financial Meetings Report

Furthermore, not only did AMEC get CIDA to agree to pay
AMEC $500,000 Canadian dollars to do the EIA for BEL, butas a
part of its agreement with CIDA, AMEC agreed that in carrying
out the EIA, one of AMEC’s objectives would be to interest BEL
in giving AMEC the contract to implement the Chalillo Dam
Project, or to interest BEL in continuing to work with AMEC in
implementing the Project. Then if AMEC was successful in
getting further contracts from BEL as aforesaid, it would share the
project revenues (as defined) with CIDA. Of course, if as a result
of the EIA the Chalillo Dam was not built, then there could be no
project revenue for AMEC, much less revenue to share with

CIDA.

These provisions which relate to the above commitments can be
found on Annex B: pg. 8 and Annex D: pg. 21 of the Exhibit
G.R.(3) to the affidavit of Grainne Ryder dated the 21st - day of
May 2002. '

Thus: Page 8 : “2.0 AMEC, The Firm shall seek to achieve
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28™ March 2002, and the specific minute is exhibited to the
affidavit of Icilda Humes as Exhibit LH.1c, item 3.0.

13. A record of this decision is also to be found in paragraph 143 of
the affidavit of Candy Gonzalez dated 9" F ebruary 2002.

Sworn to by the above-named )
Jamillah Vasquez at Belize City)
Belize on the day of May )
2002 ' )

Jamillah Vasquez
Before me,

Commissioner of the Supreme Court

This affidavit is filed on behalf of the Applicant herein AND TAKE
NOTICE that it is intended to use this affidavit at the hearing of the
application for Judicial Review.





